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panied by a number of original illustrations. Minute directions are 
given for preparing for labor, and we note his caution that mercurial 
irrigation, if used at all, should be followed by douching with plain 
sterilized water, to avoid danger of mercurial poisoning. For internal 
examinations, the author has found the dorsal position best; we have 
often been able, by turning the patient on the side, to pull back the pelvic 
floor and make a better examination than in the dorsal position. 

The author prefers chloroform for obstetric amesthesia, and ether for 
operative cases. He would close lacerations of the cervix when they 
are accompanied by bleeding. In his description of the preparation of 
silk in melted paraffin for sutures, we are reminded of the usage of a 
surgeon long since dead, who employed wax for a similar purpose. The 
closure of perineal lacerations is illustrated by diagrams. 

In treating of the puerperal state, the importance of thorough exam¬ 
ination to ascertain that recovery is perfect is urged. The patient is 
allowed to get out of bed six or eight hours after labor to use a commode, 
rather than allow the catheter to be passed. 

The care of the infant is briefly but clearly given, and Pasteuri za tion 
of milk in place of full sterilization is advised. 

The pathology of pregnancy and of the foetus follows next, and concise 
directions are given for the treatment of abortion. Ectopic gestation 
and the pernicious vomiting of pregnancy are also described. The 
pathology of pregnancy receives adequate treatment, and contraction 
of some degree in the pelvis is said to be present in from 10 to 15 per 
cent, of all cases. In describing the indications for various operative 
procedures, symphysiotomy is said to be applicable when the true conju¬ 
gate is above three inches and there is but little contraction in the 
other diameters. The same operation is again recommended in impacted 
and irreducible brow presentation. Abnormalities of the foetus next 
receive attention. Hemorrhage and eclampsia are thoroughly treated; 
in the latter the author considers fluid extract of veratrum viride a useful 
prophylactic. He considers it of great value in preventing the paroxysm. 

The pathology of the puerperal state naturally includes a description 
of puerperal septic infection. In the treatment of this condition the 
value of strychnia is thoroughly recognized. 

In obstetric surgery occurs a description of the author’s method for 
performing symphysiotomy; he chooses the so-called open operation, 
and illustrates it with two excellent drawings. He distinguishes coelio- 
hysterotomy from cmlio-hysterectomy, and states that the latter has 
frequently superseded Porro’s operation. 

# As a whole, the book contains within convenient compass the essen- 
tials of modern obstetric practice, and may well be used by the student 
to prepare him for reading a larger treatise. E. P. D. 


The Eye as an Aid in General Diagnosis. A Handbook for the Use 
of Students and General Practitioners. Octavo, pp. 248. By E. H. Lin- 
nell, M.D. Philadelphia: The Edwards & Docker Co., 1897. 

This work presents the wide relations of the eye in general diagnosis 
in a way that is likely to command the attention of the mass of general 
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practitioners. These relations have been understood and appreciated 
more or less completely by those especially engaged in ophthalmic prac¬ 
tice, and attempts have been made to call to them the attention of 
others, especially the attention of general practitioners, as in Part HI., 
“ Diseases of the Eye in Relation to General Diseases,” in Nettleship’s 
work on Diseases of the Eye, and the chapter by Norris in Pepper’s 
System of Medicine. But we believe that nowhere have the essential 
points been presented so clearly, nDd with fair completeness, in a sepa¬ 
rate work of moderate size until the publication of this one. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first, including the “ Eye 
Symptoms of Nervous and Constitutional Disease,” closes with an alpha¬ 
betically arranged table of such diseases, with the characteristic eye- 
symptoms of each. The second part, entitled “ Reflex Neuroses,” gives 
a good summary of the remote effects ascribed to eye-strain, a subject 
that has given rise to considerable literature during the last few years. 
Part 01. deals with “ Ocular Affections of Toxic Origin,” and the work 
concludes with a partial bibliography and a good index. 

The work is well written ana sound in its teaching, although in the 
part on “ Reflex Neuroses” it seems to attach to the deviations from 

E erfect muscular balance an importance that ophthalmic surgeons-are 
y no means agreed to accord to them. 

The author is one of the collaborators of the Homoeopathic Eye , 
Ear, and Throat Journal, yet a careful reading of the book might not 
reveal this, for there is not the slightest indication of the peculiar views 
of Hahnemann. The authorities quoted are nearly all familiar leaders 
in the literature of modem ophthalmology, and even when the above- 
mentioned journal is referred to the sectarian part of its name is omitted. 

The book has been well printed except that the number and size 
of its pages might have been reduced somewhat without the sacrifice 
of anything more important than blank paper. It is illustrated with a 
few good diagrams, chiefly of the field of vision and nerve-tracts con¬ 
cerned in vision. E. J. 


Lectures on Angina Pectoris and Allied States. By William 
Osler, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London; Pro¬ 
fessor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore; author of 
A Practice of Medicine, Lectures on the Diagnosis of Abdominal Tumors, 
etc. Pp. 105, with an appendix. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1897. 

It has seemed to the present reviewer that in the review of medical 
writings there are times, of far too frequent occurrence, we fear, when 
the personality of the author, or the reviewer’s conception of his per¬ 
sonality, is the subject of criticism. In other words, the author is not 
separated from an impartial review of his work. 

In the case of Dr. Osier, however, the individuality of his thought 
and style of expression render it most difficult for the reviewer to whom 
his personality is familiar to separate the man from his product. Nor 
does an attempt to accomplish this seem to us to be advisable, since that 
which creates the difficulty at the same time obviates the necessity for 
its correction. 

In the monograph at present under consideration there is collected a 
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series of seven lectures on “Anginn Pectoris and Allied States,” as they 
were dehvered to the graduate class in medicine at the Johns Hopkins 
Jdospital. The firet lecture of the sertes is mainly historical and noso¬ 
logical in its scope; the second treats of the etiology and general 
description of the malady ; the third describes the phenomena of the 
attack; the fourth deals with allied and associated conditions; the fifth 
with pseudo-angina pectoris; the sixth with the theories of the disease; 
treLmenr Vent ' 1 and 60111 Iecture witb 1116 diagnosis, prognosis, and 

. Adopting what some one has termed the English style in the exten¬ 
sive report of his cases, the author runs a risk at times of his subject 
rimFT]: ? nl y bi J inimitable style and apt illustra- 

‘ ,, be b , t0 , nc , ttI sketch, enriched as it is with many quotations that 

only the authors breadth of research and the thoroughness that char¬ 
acterizes his writings in general would lead us to expect, is one of the 
most interesting lectures of the series. 1 

? u , b j ect that beara in any way upon its patho¬ 
logical side Dr. Osier is at his best, and his wide experience is everywhere 
evident. _ Here, too, as is usually a feature in most of his writings, a 
6e " e3 .°, f , Cils ^ occurring within his own experience affords nbun- 
dant material for illustrating the different phases of his subject. 

I.Jllt k 6 0f contribution to the subject of angina pectoris can 
Irnrdly be overestimated, as it must constitute a basis upon which fur- 

hn! JSu lrCh '?i. m Same hne 6haU be constructed: The author 
has added another to his many writings that are deemed classical 

T. G. A. 


I. Bisection Totale et Bilaterale dd Sysipathiqoe Ceevicai, dans 
LE TBAITEMENT DU GoiTHE EXOPHTHALMIQUE ET DE L’EwlEPSIE. 

U. 1/ HEMICIlANIECTOSrLE TeJIPORAI.BE. 

IIL La Reduction Brusque des Gibbosites Pottiques. 

IV. La Splenectomie. 

V. De la Nephbop£xie. Description d’un Nouveau Proc£d£ Op£- 

RATOIRE. 

VL Nouveaux PaocfDfs poue la cues Badicale des Heknies In- 


Tdese are the titles of six reprints presented to the Twelfth Inter- 
Bucha^^r 1 9°°S ICS3 in Moscow* by Prof. Thomas Jonnesco, of 
Th v? f reat activity and great boldness. Whether 

there is also combined with these two excellent characteristics that rather 
critical judgment which, while it does not rej'ect a thing because it is 

a < question. D ° t * “ true « SwT^Sslbly 

i? ad of Alexander, of Liverpool, who resected the 
total . T “y m f athetl c ganghon in the neck, Jonnesco has advocated the 
V? e °i 0n ° £ , the sympathetic, not only including 

the superior, but also and especially the inferior and, if it exists the 
middle ganglion and the connecting nerve filaments, for both epilepsy 
and exophtlialmic goitre. In Chipault’s 7Vuraur de Neurologic Shim}. 
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gicale for the present year will be found a very elaborate description of 
his operative procedure, with a number of cuts of specimens showing how 
complete his resections are. In that paper he has promised to give to 
the profession his results in detail. The present paper does not give 
the results in such a form that one can pass critical judgment upon them. 
The only statement is that he “ has operated on twenty-six epileptics 
and that the therapeutical results have been excellent.” In some cases 
the cure has been maintained for more than a year; others have been 
markedly ameliorated; always the attacks have become less frequent 
and less intense; none of them has been aggravated. We confess that it 
would be more satisfactory to surgeons if details of each case could be 
given, especially after a considerable time has elapsed. 

No less bold is the second paper, on temporary hemicraniectomy, 
which, however, ought to be called hemicraniotomy. In this procedure 
he has followed a very able and also bold surgeon, Doyen, of Rheims, 
who also has a paper on the subject in the same volume of Chipault’s 
Travayx de Neurologie Chirurgicale. Jonnesco gives the results in six 
cases in which he has turned down literally about one-half the skull; 
usually only upon one side, but in one case on both sides. The bilateral 
case got well. Of the other six, one died and five got well, a surprising 
result after so extensive an operation; but we cannot see from the 
records that they were very much better. The operations were done for 
epilepsy, microcephalus, and idiocy. 

The third paper is in advocacy of Chipault’s and Calot’s recent method 
of the sudden reduction at a single sitting of the deformity from Pott’s 
disease. The paper refers to thirteen cases, in which he has done it with 
certain modifications of the process. Apparently no ill effect has fol¬ 
lowed. It is,, however, in our opinion, by no means a well-decided 
question that it is a wise procedure. The pictures showing in each a 
poor little “ kid” stretched out on a table, surrounded by five, six, or 
seven men with pulleys applied to the head and the hips, followed by 
enveloping the whole body in plaster-of-Paris, certainly excite our sym¬ 
pathy. 

The splenectomy paper reports twelve cases; eleven for enlarged 
malarial spleen and one for a hydatid cyst. Some illustrations are 
given, showing patients before and after operation, and a number of 
the spleens are figured. Of the twelve cases nine got well, and appar¬ 
ently their general health was not seriously worse from the loss of the 
spleen. 

The paper on nephropexy describes the operative measure of laying 
bare the kidney, division of its capsule, and then sewing it and the 
capsule to the periosteum of the eleventh or twelfth rib. The reviewer 
can only add that in a considerable number of cases he has done the 
operation by simply passing sutures through the kidney without such 
elaborate technique, and has obtained good results. 

The last paper describes a modification of Bassini’s operation. 

W. W. K. 



